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The two days' rations had already lasted them five
days ; and they were now to go through a country
which had "been run over so much by Confederate
troops that there was but little probability of find-
ing much food. They did, however, succeed in
capturing some flour. They also found a good deal
of bran in some of the mills, which the men made
up into bread; and in this and other ways they
eked out an existence until they could reach Knox-
ville.

I was so very anxious that Burnside should get
news of the steps being taken for his relief, and
thus induce him to hold out a little longer if it be-
came necessary, that I determined to send a mes-
sage to him. I therefore sent a member of my
staff, Colonel J. H. Wilson, to get into Knoxville if
he could, report to Burnside the situation fully,
and give him aE the encouragement possible. Mr.
Charles A. Dana was at Chattanooga during the
battle, and had been there even before I assumed
command. Mr. Dana volunteered to accompany
Colonel Wilson, and did accompany him. I put
the information of what was being done for the
relief of Knoxville into writing, and directed that
in some way or other it must be secretly managed
so as to have a copy of this fall into the hands of
General Longstreet. They made the trip safely;
Greneral Longstreet did learn of Sherman's coming
in advance of his reaching there, and Burnside was
prepared to hold out even for a longer time if it
had been necessary.

Burnside had stretched a boom across the Hols-
ton River to catch scows and flats as they floated
down. On these, by previous arrangements with
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